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Expertise/Activities/Accomplishments:

Dr. Cochran’s research and educational emphasis relates to the study nutrient utilization
(with particular emphasis on protein) in ruminants consuming forage-based diets. He has
served as major professor for 16 M.S. students, 12 Ph.D. students, and 4 postdoctoral
associates. His research group has contributed significantly to the advancement of the
study of grazing livestock nutrition, particularly in the areas of methodology
development/validation (internal and external marker techniques, forage protein
characterization, etc.), grazing management in the tallgrass prairie, and in our
understanding of the impact of supplemental nutrient types (e.g., degradable protein, non-
protein nitrogen, starch, sugars, etc.) on native forage utilization. He has collaborated (as
either Pl or co-Pl) on grants totaling over 1 million dollars. These have included grants
from USDA-NRI, industry, and private foundations. As nutrition group leader in Animal
Science at KSU he oversaw a complete restructuring of the undergraduate and graduate
nutrition curriculum. Personally, he is responsible for teaching ASI 680, “Ruminant
Nutrition”, ASI 683, “Grazing Livestock Nutrition”, and ASI 920, "Energy Utilization in
Domestic Livestock”. In addition to his responsibilities as professor of Animal Science, Dr.
Cochran currently serves as the Research Coordinator and Associate Department Head
for the Department of Animal Sciences and Industry at Kansas State University.



