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Youth for the Quality Care of Animals
(YQCA)

New, national multi-species youth livestock quality 

assurance program
Beef Cattle

Dairy Cattle

Swine

Sheep

Goats

Market Rabbits

Poultry



Youth for the Quality Care of Animals

Standardize Youth Livestock Quality Assurance 

Programs

Reduce burden for states to create and manage 

individual systems

Supported by national industry partners



Youth for the Quality Care of Animals

Program Overview
 Designed for youth ages 8-21

 Age Groups:  Junior, Intermediate, Senior, Young Adult

 Focus Areas
 Food Safety

 Animal Well-being

 Life Skills

 Annual certification

 Curriculum covers 3 modules/year; age appropriate
 Different modules every year



YQCA Curriculum Map



YQCA Delivery Methods

Online
 Knowledge builder, skills lab, quiz for 3 modules

 Child may re-take quiz until they pass

 Must re-do module each time

 Open to anyone

 $12/person

Example Junior Skills Lab Module

http://www.vivayicsolutions.com/027-PorkBd/16-02-YQCA/Year1_Final_Web/AnimalWellBeing_Junior1_SkillsLab/story.html


YQCA Delivery Methods

Instructor-led Workshops
 States must sign a MOU for this option

 Allows interface with 4HOnline

 Can provide some data for reporting/ES237 

 Face-to-face trainings led by certified trainers

 Extension Professionals, Ag Instructors, Veterinarians

 Attend training and agree to the terms and conditions of 
curriculum use

 $3/person



YQCA Delivery Methods

Instructor-led Workshops
 60 minute session with a certified trainer

 Two options 

 Junior only 

 All age groups (junior, int., senior)

 Required to use curriculum
 Optional activities are provided

 May add material as necessary

 Training can be engaging and discussion focused
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Becoming a YQCA Instructor…

Current Youth PQA Plus Trainers
 Respond to email sent from YQCA on October 12th

 Sign up for a training webinar
 Sign & submit agreement

 Pass exam
 Training is free

Not Youth PQA Plus Certified
 Contact Lexie to be submitted as an approved instructor                 

- email adhayes@ksu.edu
 Watch for an email from YQCA
 Sign up for a training webinar
 Sign & submit agreement

 Pass exam
 Training is free

mailto:adhayes@ksu.edu


Youth Registration & Payment

Online Certification
 Register and pay online through YQCA website

 Use 4HOnline credentials, or create a new account

 Can start training immediately

Instructor-led Training
 Register and pay online through YQCA website

 Use 4HOnline credentials, or create a new account

 Additional funds above $3.00 fee will be collected locally

 Participants will have to pre-register to show up on 
training roster



Youth Registration & Payment
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Youth Registration & Payment

Payment Options:

1. Pay with a CC online.

2. Office purchases 
Coupon Codes for  
members, as necessary.

3. Sponsor purchases
Coupon Codes for 
members and   
distributes them.

Extension Offices do not handle the funds!

http://yqca.org/
http://yqca.org/


YQCA Funds

Non-profit Organization
 Register and pay online through YQCA website

 Use 4HOnline credentials, or create a new account

 National Standard – fee is set by the YQCA Board
 Funds are NOT going to KSRE, Kansas 4-H, Kansas State 

University, or any other Kansas entity

 Fees are NOT handled by the local Extension Office

Fee Structure
 Utilized for technical support, web development, program 

development, system management



Certification Management

Obtaining Certificate
 Electronically available by logging onto account after 

training completion

 Certificate may be printed, emailed, or saved to device

Record Access
 Certified kids listed under instructor’s account

 Indicated on 4HOnline profile of 4-H members



Future Impacts

Quality multi-species program
 Potential option for counties seeking an LQA program

Youth PQA + Discontinued
 Traditional YPQA+ will be discontinued as of 12/31/2017

 Transitioning to support YQCA

 Pork Board support will also eventually terminate

 Certification numbers will be valid until expiration
 Trainers can still look up numbers in 2018



State Requirements

Kansas 4-H & FFA Members
 NO state-mandated requirement for Kansas youth

KSF & KJLS
 Currently only YPQA+ required for swine exhibitors

 Will be modified with the discontinuation of YPQA+

 2018 requirement will be determined by boards
 Final decision announced by March 1 (tentatively)



Website

www.yqca.org

http://www.yqca.org/


Upcoming Events

Junior Producer Days
 Junior Sheep Producer Day – March 17, 2018

 Junior Beef Producer Day – March 24, 2018

Livestock County Fair Management Clinics
 Gray County Fairgrounds, Cimarron – April 10, 2018

 Jackson County Fairgrounds, Holton – April 12, 2018



Thank You!

Alexa Hayes – NOT “Lexie Hayes” in system

adhayes@ksu.edu

(785)532-1264

www.youthlivestock.ksu.edu

Kansas State Youth Livestock Program

@ksuyouthlivestock

K-State Youth Livestock Program

@ksuylp

mailto:adhayes@ksu.edu
http://www.youthlivestock.ksu.edu/

